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 Message from the President 
 
 
 
 
September 1, 2012 
 
 
 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
Welcome back! I trust you have enjoyed a well-earned break, had time to relax and 
to indulge in some of your favorite activities – perhaps even a try-out for retirement 
regardless of how close or how far you are from this milestone. 
 
For my wife and I, it was mixed summer as we struggled with the rain and basement 
leakage, and saw our way through a quarantine at dad’s care home. On the other 
hand, we enjoyed many amazing scenes in Turkey, Italy, Greece, Spain, Tunisia, 
and Croatia as we cruised the Mediterranean for three hot, but beautiful, weeks. The 
summer came to an end in the spectacular Rocky Mountains of Banff at the ATA 
Summer Conference where my colleagues and I reviewed where we are at and the 
challenges that lie ahead. On that note—I have an important update to share 
which you will find included with this letter entitled 2012–13 Opportunities and 
Challenges. Please take the time to review this document. 
 
Now it is time to do what teachers do—make a difference in the lives of students and 
shape the future of our society. 
 
As we enter a new year of planning, teaching, assessing, adjusting, and reviewing; 
as you attend meetings, collaborate, supervise, mold behavior, run extracurricular 
activities, and meet with parents, colleagues, and community members; remember it 
is you, not the politicians, nor any other profession, that holds the most important job 
in the world. Yes, it is teachers who shape the future of the world as they influence 
the lives and choices of youth every single day. 
 
Hold your head high and have a great year. 
 
 
 
 
Ed Butler 
President 


