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 Message from the President 
 
 
April 17, 2015 
 
 
 
Hello Colleagues, 
 
The recent release of the Provincial Budget, along with statements by the Premier, indicates that 
we will be facing some very challenging times in Education. While the budget confirms that our 
two percent increase and the one percent will go ahead, other provisions are raising concerns. 
Updates on those are regularly posted at www.teachers.ab.ca. The Premier has made it clear 
that he is seeking approval of the budget plan through the election call. One of the major points 
to come out as the election date moves closer is that it is vital that people exercise their right to 
vote. I would like to take this opportunity to ask you to spread the word that this is not an election 
to miss – your vote matters and your vote should be used to support the direction you feel this 
province needs to move in. Please spread this message to colleagues, family and friends. 
 
Along with the election call, the Provincial ATA has provided all locals with materials that support 
the cause of Public Education and adequate supports for classrooms. The standupforschools.ca 
website is also open as a resource for information. Your Local’s Political Engagement Committee 
is seeking assistance in getting the small card out to voters. Chair Jonathan Hemphill and the 
Political Engagement Committee are requesting the assistance of members in getting these 
cards out to voters. They are asking that each member take two of the cards and simply drop 
them off in the mailboxes of their neighbours. More cards can be obtained by contacting the 
office (780-455-2164) or by email (nels.olsen@edpub.org) and we will get them out to you. 
Thank you for your help in presenting the ATA perspective. 
 
Other events coming up include our own elections, your CSR reps will receive more information 
on April 29. The Annual Representative Assembly (ARA) in Edmonton May 16-18 which will be 
attended by 59 delegates from the Local. We also know that some of our members will be 
retiring from the profession and I would ask that those members contact the local so that we can 
make arrangements for them to join us at the Annual Retirement Banquet on June 5.  
 
So as you head into the last few months, if you find a need, please remember your Local is here 
to support you we all want to see one another succeed in the roles we play in our public 
education system! 
 
Please remember to vote and encourage all other voters to do so as well – make your voices 
heard! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Nels Olsen 
President 
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