
401 Barnett House, 11010-142 Street NW, Edmonton, Alberta T5N 2R1 
Telephone 780-455-2164; Fax 780-453-1407; E-mail info@edpub.org or Website local37.teachers.ab.ca 

 Message from the President 
 
 
May 27, 2015 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
As the end of the 2014/15 school year rapidly approaches, you and your colleagues are engaged 
in bringing the year to a successful end for the students in your care. You may be involved in 
some of the formal testing that this time of year brings, planning a year-end event or field trip for 
your students, heading off to the patrollers picnic or just wrapping up the graduation ceremonies 
for your students—students that have been helped through your efforts and dedication to grow in 
their skills and knowledge; students ready for the next steps in their Public Education; students 
who are prepared to now move on into the post-secondary programs as they build on the 
foundations you and your colleagues have collectively given them. It is a time for celebration and 
reflection! 
 
As well, you are probably looking forward to how you will spend your summer. I hope it is a time 
for you to relax, rejuvenate and reflect on the successes from the past very challenging year. 
You may even find yourself planning for the upcoming year—but I hope not too soon. Summer is 
a time to remember that you do make a difference and that as a teacher you prepare the 
students for their place in an ever-changing and more complex world. 
 
We are nearing the end of our first year with the modified calendar and Staff Development Fund 
(SDF). We will be evaluating both projects in the Spring of 2016 and your thoughts or 
experiences related to these two pilot projects would be welcomed at info@edpub.org anytime.  
 
In the Local, some of your colleagues will be heading off to overseas programs that help 
teachers in Africa; some will be heading to week-long leadership courses as preparation for a 
possible next step in a career path, and some to the ATA Summer Conference held annually in 
August. If you are interested in any of those activities, the Local can provide you with more 
information. Others, like you, will be off to the cabin at the lake, in the mountains at a golf course, 
heading out on a family holiday, or heading off on a long-anticipated trip somewhere in the world.  
 
As a teacher, remember, you make a difference, you touch the future!  Have a great summer, 
take all that family and friend time you have promised yourself (and others), enjoy your garden, 
sport or hobby or that new book as you wile away the summer. Thank you for all you do on 
behalf of your students and your colleagues in the pursuit of our public education system. See 
you in the fall! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Nels Olsen 
President 
 

The purpose of education is to turn mirrors into windows. 
–Anonymous 
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