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 Message from the President 
 
 
 
November 25, 2014 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 

We find ourselves nearing the Christmas recess.  Looking back over the last four 
months, it has been a very busy time, taken up with meeting, greeting, shaping and 
working with your many students.  It has been a time of assessment and reporting, 
meeting parents, and completing all the myriad of tasks that form a teacher’s day. 
 

At the Local, we have been able to support you with your professional development 
efforts through one of the pilot projects in the new Collective Agreement.  This is in the 
form of the Staff Development Fund (SDF).  Full details on how to access this new PD 
source are located on the Local’s website (local37.teachers.ab.ca).  The funding for PD 
activities is on a first-come first-served basis and will support a wide range of choices, 
everything from books to conferences – check it out!  There is a total of $500 000.00 
available to you, our members – make sure you take advantage of the SDF to support 
your PD.   
 

Our other pilot project is related to the trustee approved calendars for the district.  All 
schools PD has been placed on the same dates across the District, facilitating time for 
collegial work, catchment PD and having common days in lieu.  The recently extended 
weekend was well received as indicated from the feedback that has reached the Local.  
As always, I welcome your feedback through info@edpub.org or directly to me at 
nels.olsen@edpub.org.   As we move toward preparing for the next round of bargaining 
in 2016, your feedback is critical in helping form the opening position of our Local. 
 

I want to express my sincere hope that you will be able to find time to savor the results 
of your efforts to this point but also to set aside your work and turn your attention to 
those closest to you.  Your families, wives, husbands, partners, children, relatives and 
friends can now be all that you pay attention to.  This is a time to celebrate with all those 
you hold near and dear.  It is a time to restore the balance for yourself and focus on 
what is truly important in the long run. 
 

On behalf of your Local Executive and our Local office team, I wish you the best for the 
festive season and look forward to serving you in the New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Nels Olsen 
President 

 

"I teach. What's 
your superpower?"  

~ Author 
Unknown 
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