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1. What is the role of a Public School Board Trustee? 
 
The Trustee’s Handbook is very clear about the role of trustees on the Edmonton Public School 
Board. Trustees actively connect with community stakeholders so that they understand, and reflect in 
their decision-making, what all citizens value and want from the Edmonton public school system. 
Trustees ensure the community has a voice in deciding what children learn. They weigh the numerous 
viewpoints and aspirations of stakeholders to help the board make decisions based on the needs of 
the entire district.  
 
The Trustee Handbook lists numerous roles and facets of the trustee position: 

- Trustees develop plans to deal with student needs and to actively participate in the economic 
and social strength of local communities. 

- Trustees create policies to guide administration and staff. They also evaluate the impact of 
these policies and make adjustments where necessary. 

- Trustees address and seek resolution of public education issues of importance to students, 
parents, and the community at large.  

- Trustees play a key role in developing tomorrow’s citizens because they have the ability to 
make independent decisions that impact the direction and quality of public education.  

- Trustees hear and make judgments concerning local education decisions, procedures or 
policies that individuals, groups or the public feel are unfair or improper.  

- Trustees communicate with municipal and provincial governments to ensure those who 
influence funding and other resources hear the voice of the local community.  

 
2. What do you see as the main issues facing public education today? Of these which 

is your priority? How will you address that priority? 
 
There are numerous issues that are “facing public education” in Edmonton today. I have developed an 
approach to address what I think should be the top three priorities of the Edmonton Public School 
Board as the board completes its current strategic plan next year and builds a new one for the future. 
 

- Inclusive School Communities – Inclusion in Edmonton Public School Board schools has been 
the most controversial and well covered topic by the media for quite some time. Of all of the 
questions my campaign has received, over half have been related to LGTBQ students and 
their accommodation or protection in the school system. Providing all students with what they 
feel they need to succeed is imperative to ensuring their success. Actively engaging with and 
listening to LGTBQ students, indigenous students, and disabled students to better help them 
benefit from our school system is a top priority of my campaign and should be a top priority for 
the Edmonton Public School Board. 
 

- Healthy School communities – Living a healthy lifestyle is vital to effective learning and 
development. Students cannot succeed unless they are given the opportunity and tools to 
reach their potential. Increased access to mental health specialists, sporting and physical 
education programming, food preparation classes, and general play time are all integral parts 
of a student’s healthy lifestyle. However, 1 in 6 of our students live in poverty. We must work to 
provide programs, with either the provincial government or third-party organizations, to prevent 
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students from coming to school hungry or without any food for the day. Breakfast and lunch 
programs allow students to focus on learning and skill development throughout the day instead 
of their food situation. In many cases we have left this burden on teachers for too long. 
Teachers who provide snacks to those who are less fortunate have made an enormous 
positive impact but it is unreasonable to put teachers in a situation where they are responsible 
for keeping their students fed.  
  

- Engaged School Communities – Effective and open discussion about social and cultural 
boundaries, the effects of municipal, provincial and federal legislation, and increasing students 
awareness of their impact on the community is important for a modern community minded 
education. Students must be part of our community in order to respect and remain part of it as 
an adult. Volunteer opportunities and mentorship programs must be supported so that 
students of all ages understand how the community works around them. An education that is 
integrated with the surrounding community will allow parents and staff to better understand 
each other and further help our children develop. 

 
3. Do you believe that education in Alberta is adequately funded? If you answered 

“no”, what will you do to advocate for more educational funding? 
 
I do not believe that education in Alberta is adequately funded. Investing in public education is an 
investment in all of us. I have been present for many tough education budget meetings and the most 
important thing any provincial government must understand is that funding public education is not just 
funding schools; it is funding our future. It is an investment in every opportunity, breakthrough, and 
achievement obtained by our youth. Accessible top-level facilities and highly trained teaching and 
support staff are necessary for our students to reach their potential. The stress on the facilities and 
staff in the EPSB is only going to increase so funding must keep pace. Approximately 8000 new high 
school spots may be needed by 2022 and the province must be able to meet this challenge. 
Alternative funding models must be found to assist in ensuring there is enough funding going around. 
Breakfast and lunch programs funded through third party organizations is a great example of an 
essential service provided to students that dramatically increases student performance while not 
being solely funded by the education budget.  
 
4. What will you do to support the success of FNMI students from K - 12? Please 

indicate goals and objectives, and also action steps.  
 
First Nations, Metis, and Inuit students face unique challenges in the Edmonton public school system. 
One of my campaign priorities is to develop and promote inclusive school communities; this includes 
indigenous students and their families. Ensuring that channels of open dialogue and respectful 
communication are utilized is of vital importance to the success of these students. 
 
I have a completed extensive graduate level research on building cross-cultural relations. Effective 
and respectful dialogue is by far the most important goal. If elected, it would be my goal to establish 
an indigenous leadership committee that can meet and advise the Edmonton Public School Board on 
matters concerning indigenous students on a more permanent basis. Building a close relationship with 
Elders and Chiefs of the appropriate communities will allow us to make more informed and respectful 
decisions. It is also important to build up a similar relationship with indigenous student leaders; it 
would be extraordinarily beneficial to promote the development of an indigenous student advisory 
committee as well. Multi-faceted dialogue with community leaders and students will lead to a more 
inclusive education system. The Edmonton public School Board, University of Alberta, and greater 
Edmonton community has a rich diverse set of specialists that can assist the board with their care of 
indigenous students. We need to utilize them. 
 
 



5. What is the appropriate level of government funding for private schools? (For 
comparison, funding of private schools in Canada ranges from 0% in Ontario, to 
70% in Alberta.)  

 
I do not support the province of Alberta’s current level of funding for private schools. However, I do 
believe in diversity in education. There are many public and private programs that allow students with 
particular talents or needs the opportunity to flourish. I think that having multiple approaches to 
education provides us with perspective and an opportunity for comparison. If diversity is strength, we 
must not eliminate it. However, private schools in Alberta receive too much funding from the provincial 
government. The current NDP government has been slow to address this after promising to tackle it 
but I think it is important they decide what a more appropriate amount of funding will be. It is 
imperative that private schools adhere to provincial and federal legislation in the same manner that 
the public school system must and that they teach the Alberta Program of Studies. If some funding 
has to be maintained to ensure this, then I would support that happening.  
 
6. Do you support the right of students to keep their sexual orientation or gender 

identity as private information (information that can be shared by teachers only with 
express consent of the student)? 

 
I support gay-straight student alliances in all schools. It is clear to me that gay-straight alliances 
provide a positive and uplifting community for LGBTQ youth and that these organizations can be vital 
for the safety and prosperity of these vulnerable students. All Alberta schools are required by law to 
allow the establishment of gay-straight alliances if they are requested by students, so I am unsure 
why there are candidates running on platforms contrary to this important piece of legislation. 
 
I support the right of students to keep their sexual orientation or gender identity as private information. 
I do not support “outing” LGBTQ students without their express permission. As a parent, I understand 
the urge to know everything about your child. I want to share in every experience and tackle every 
challenge with my children. I want to ensure they are safe, happy, healthy, and growing or maturing in 
a way that I think is right. However, LGBTQ adults and students have informed us that gender identity 
and gender expression are particular issues where students may need the freedom and time to 
develop and contemplate their identity without immediate input from their parents. This has been a 
safety concern for LGBTQ youth in the past and it is clear to me that no teacher or administrator 
should be forced to place a child in a potentially dangerous environment. 
 
 
7. Do you support inclusion in the classroom? If so, what supports would you 

consider necessary to make inclusion successful? 
 
I support inclusion and full accommodation for all students and staff. As a disabled man who has 
always required accommodation or assistance in the classroom, the idea of excluding any group of 
students or staff members for any reason is unacceptable. I understand there can are many 
interpretations of what full accommodation or inclusion means but my default position will always 
support providing students and staff with what they feel they need to succeed.  
 


