
ORVILLE CHUBB 
 
Contact information 
Tel: 780.953.6449; http://chubbfortrustee.org; https://twitter.com/OrvilleChubb; 

https://www.facebook.com/chubbfortrustee 
 
 
1. What is the role of a Public School Board Trustee? 
 
What it says at http://www.epsb.ca/ourdistrict/board/about/ sums it up.  
 
2. What do you see as the main issues facing public education today? Of these which 

is your priority? How will you address that priority? 
 
In order of priority, here are what I see as the main issues facing public education: 

1. Long-term infrastructure strategy 
2. Mental health of students 
3. Classroom diversity 

 
How I plan on address the above Priorities: 

1. I have lead our Board on the Infrastructure File through the establishment of an infrastructure 
committee where we work with administration to seek long-term solutions for our infrastructure 
challenges. This committee has the mandate to look at any and all possible solutions and acts 
as an external lobby group on behalf of the District. In addition, we support the work the 
District is undertaking with the community to seek solutions in all areas of the city. It is my 
intent to continue in this work.  

2. I have found that the board has not be as proactive on this file as I would like. I need to 
shoulder my share of the blame for this oversight. It is becoming increasingly clear to me that 
the challenges of our modern world is overwhelming students (along with the rest of us). I 
would like to be more proactive in: examining the use of mobile devices during school time; 
developing a workable framework of guidelines for the appropriate use of technology at 
school; developing curriculum on the appropriate use and what to do in the case of misuse of 
technology in a student’s academic and personal life.   

3. Classroom diversity is a two-edged sword. On the positive, it gives students a great 
opportunity to work with students of all backgrounds and abilities which will make them better 
global citizens. On the negative, the classroom resources required to ensure every student 
has the best chance for success can easily outstrip the resources available. I would like to 
explore the option of making available specialized classes more for students who would 
benefit from the such specialization. In addition we need to work on continuing to equip 
teachers with strategies and best practices on working in these complex learning 
environments.  

 
3. Do you believe that education in Alberta is adequately funded? If you answered 

“no”, what will you do to advocate for more educational funding? 
 
I differ from most of my colleagues in this area, in that I focus on what we are doing with the resources 
we have. You can always do more with more, but the better question for me is, can we do more with 
what we have.  
 
That is not to say Trustees shouldn’t advocate for more funding. I argue it’s more effective to have 
specific targeted asks which are accompanied by the expected measurable outcomes.   
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4. What will you do to support the success of FNMI students from K - 12? Please 
indicate goals and objectives, and also action steps.  

 
I am very cautious about taking a position on this very challenging problem. For example, some would 
advocate for changing the names of schools who honoured the early political figures who were 
instrumental in the creation and sustaining of Residential Schools. Before jumping on that 
bandwagon, I spoke to an Aboriginal Elder who was indifferent on changing school names. Granted, 
my sample size was small, but the point is, the time when an old white guy in charge is telling our 
aboriginal community what’s good for them needs to be over. 
 
5. What is the appropriate level of government funding for private schools? (For 

comparison, funding of private schools in Canada ranges from 0% in Ontario, to 
70% in Alberta.)  

 
I am not advocating for a change in this area.  
 
6. Do you support the right of students to keep their sexual orientation or gender 

identity as private information (information that can be shared by teachers only with 
express consent of the student)? 

 
Yes. 
 
7. Do you support inclusion in the classroom? If so, what supports would you 

consider necessary to make inclusion successful? 
 
Inclusion is not the answer for all students. Please refer to my comments on Q2. 
 

 


