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1. What is the role of a Public School Board Trustee? 
 
I believe in the importance of trustees as independent, democratically elected representatives of the 
public. The role of a trustee is to connect with the community to make sure that their voices are heard 
when decisions are being made to plan for student needs and create policies for the board. Trustees 
are also advocates, and address public education issues brought forward by the community. Trustees 
connect with municipal and provincial governments to ensure that legislation, planning and funding 
decisions at other levels of government take into account the needs and concerns of the local 
community. 
 
2. What do you see as the main issues facing public education today? Of these which 

is your priority? How will you address that priority? 
 
I believe in the importance of all students having the opportunity to learn to the best of their 
abilities. I consider the main issues impacting public education today to include the on-going 
infrastructure deficit in the province, public funding for public education, student well-being, 
and inclusion and equity in access to education. Student well-being is my top priority because I 
believe that students need to be healthy to achieve their potential and learn best in well-
supported and accessible environments. I will address this priority by advocating for adequate 
school, classroom and teacher supports for students with learning challenges, mental health 
programs and training in schools, nutrition programs, and policies protecting human rights of 
students and staff. 
 
3. Do you believe that education in Alberta is adequately funded? If you answered 

“no”, what will you do to advocate for more educational funding? 
 
I do not believe that education in Alberta is adequately funded. We have an infrastructure deficit 
impacting hundreds of schools in desperate need of repair while our student population is growing 
and requiring new school buildings. I also believe that class sizes in many schools are too big, 
particularly when accounting for programs including students with exceptionalities which take 
increased time from teachers for planning and student/parent interactions. I will advocate for more 
educational funding by meeting with MLAs that share constituents and discussing concerns arising in 
my Ward. I will also lobby the provincial government to increase funding to public schools, and 
specific funding for mental health supports.  I would also like to establish a Ward Council with 
representatives from school communities within my ward as a way to communicate about student 
needs.  
 
4. What will you do to support the success of FNMI students from K - 12? Please 

indicate goals and objectives, and also action steps.  
 
The impact of discrimination and intergenerational trauma on First Nations, Metis and Inuit 
students in our province is reflected in lower graduation rates and barriers to success and this 
is a pressing issue for public education. I will advocate for programs that increase student 
success through school-based programs that enhance student well-being and success for 
Indigenous students. Action steps at a board level include advocating for continued 
recruitment and support of First Nations, Metis and Inuit liaisons within the district, teacher and 
staff professional development, and school-based programs in consultation with families and 
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communities which can respond to unique student needs. I will also promote the need for all 
students in the district to learn about the history of Indigenous people in Canada. 
 
5. What is the appropriate level of government funding for private schools? (For 

comparison, funding of private schools in Canada ranges from 0% in Ontario, to 
70% in Alberta.)  

 
I do not believe that private schools should receive public funding and I support efforts to 
reduce this funding to 0% over time. 
 
6. Do you support the right of students to keep their sexual orientation or gender 

identity as private information (information that can be shared by teachers only with 
express consent of the student)? 

 
I fully support the right of students to keep their sexual orientation and/or gender identity 
private and support the ethical code of teachers in respecting student autonomy and privacy. 
Disclosing this information about students without their consent can be dangerous to the 
welfare of the student. 
 
7. Do you support inclusion in the classroom? If so, what supports would you 

consider necessary to make inclusion successful? 
 
I support inclusion in the classroom, and I believe that this also means a commitment to proper 
funding for appropriate supports, including reduced class sizes, implementation of well-trained 
support staff as well as increased training of all school staff, availability of health and well-
being supports to students and families, and access to classroom aids and enhanced 
technology. 
 


