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1. What is the role of a Public School Board Trustee? 
 
On paper, the role of the Trustee is to provide fiduciary, strategic, and generative leadership to the 
District, while representing the perspectives of the community in decision making. I believe I have 
made the seeming ambiguity of that rule into something more tangible: I advocate for parents and 
community; champion students staff and families; and scout and report back on trends, dangers, and 
opportunities facing not just Edmonton Public, but our entire education system. More and more, the 
“hard power” of the Trustee has been removed and centralized, which makes the work of Trustee as 
advocate and influencer even more vital. 
 
2. What do you see as the main issues facing public education today? Of these which 

is your priority? How will you address that priority? 
 
The Main issues facing public education issues today are: 
 - Funding 
 - Classroom conditions (especially the need to meet ACOL recommendations)  
 - Complexity of need 
 - Inclusion 
 - Teacher Workload 
 - Technology 
 - Diversity in the classroom 
 - Demographic shifts in  
 - Erosion of the public interest by neoliberal and private interests 
 - Fairness for Public School families 
 - Student (and staff) mental health and wellness 
 
Ultimately, my priority is funding, because absent predictable, sustainable, adequate funding, all of 
those other challenges are exacerbated, and it is impossible to make headway on other priorities 
without resources. I elaborate on all of these issues on www.michaeljanz.ca and encourage you to 
connect with me via my survey. Which leads me to my next concern: adequate funding (Question 3) 
 
3. Do you believe that education in Alberta is adequately funded? If you answered 

“no”, what will you do to advocate for more educational funding? 
 
Public Education is not adequately funded, and I have a proven track record of putting my own neck 
on the line as an outspoken advocate on behalf of our students, staff, and families. For example, 
when the Prentice budget of spring 2015 threatened to eliminate the student growth dollars available 
to Edmonton Public Schools, I co-organized with my colleagues the protest in response that ultimately 
helped lead to a new government, and a new budget with growth funding restored 
(http://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/simons-with-unprecedented-election-protest-alberta-
school-trustees-find-their-voice).  
 
Funding for Metro jurisdictions per student has actually declined because Calgary and Edmonton 
receive the highest number of the most challenging students. We also have a greater population of 
students, but we receive proportionally less funding. We need to change this, and I am willing to 
continue to do the hard work to make this happen, but that requires organizing and engagement. 
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If you are reading this survey, you are already one of the engaged: I need your help. Come join 
me in my campaign and engage your neighbours in why their school board vote matters. I need your 
time, talent, and treasure in addition to your vote to help make our vision a reality. I’m campaigning 
every day until October 16th, so come and join me. If Re-Elected, I will continue campaigning for high-
quality public education to all levels of government, but no trustee can do this alone. We need your 
help as citizens, neighbours, and teachers. I hope you will join me. 
 
4. What will you do to support the success of FNMI students from K - 12? Please 

indicate goals and objectives, and also action steps.  
 
Support for First Nations Metis and Inuit students is vital. They must see themselves represented in 
the curriculum that is taught at school, but also in the way they are taught by our teachers. From what 
I’ve heard and seen in my role as Trustee, we need more and better supports for teachers in order to 
help them deal with challenging subjects such as residential schools and meeting the Truth and 
Reconciliation recommendations. Differentiation in instruction is critical to meeting the needs of all 
students, and this is no different for our Indigenous students.  
 
We are all treaty people -- Indigenous and Settler students, staff and families alike -- and we need to 
do a better job rewriting the stories we tell ourselves about our nation's past and present. One of my 
proudest moments on the last Board was in the naming of Nellie Carlson school, and having the 
chance to stand with Nellie’s family as Elder Francis Wiskeyjack sang her family an honour song. 
There was not one dry eye in that gymnasium. I hope to have many more moments like this with 
EPSB as we do the hard work of learning our collective truth and moving toward full reconciliation.  
 
5. What is the appropriate level of government funding for private schools? (For 

comparison, funding of private schools in Canada ranges from 0% in Ontario, to 
70% in Alberta.)  

 
The range of choice in the Edmonton Public School District is wonderful, but it would be a mistake to 
suggest that we are attacking educational diversity by calling for an end to subsidizing private schools 
with public funds. In fact, by calling for an end to such subsidies, we are clearly stating that it is 
essential to accommodate diversity and choice within the public system.  
 
For decades, EPSB has demonstrated our commitment to a highly acclaimed program of school 
choice that is accessible to all families, regardless of faith, income, or ability. Unlike private schools, 
we are not exclusive by design. Rather than selecting and rejecting students, we welcome and 
educate them all.  
 
We respect the right of individuals to choose private schools, but by making a choice to reject the 
public system, individuals should be responsible for funding their choice. We must ensure that public 
funds go to public purposes, overseen by democratically elected representatives. Private schools 
have long existed in Ontario with no public funding, and Alberta should adopt the same approach.  
 
6. Do you support the right of students to keep their sexual orientation or gender 

identity as private information (information that can be shared by teachers only with 
express consent of the student)? 

 
I support GSAs and will never support "outing" vulnerable LGBTQ students. 
 
Some candidates running for school trustee this election disagree, and want to "out" gay kids without 
their consent. They are supported by homophobic organizations who want to roll back the clock and 
undo the work we have taken building safe, caring, inclusive, and healthy learning environments. 
 

https://www.pressprogress.ca/homophobic_advocacy_group_tells_supporters_to_vote_for_leader_of_alberta_new_conservative_party


It is important that all students feel welcomed at school, regardless of their sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, race, culture, socio-economic status, or any other factor. 
 
All students must feel safe and cared for so that they can focus on learning and academic 
achievement. All staff are valued members of our school community and also deserve respect. 
Further, teachers have enough workload issues without the expectation that they should track and 
report to families on a student's sexual orientation or gender identity. Adding another complicated and 
sensitive layer of work to teachers' over-flowing plates is simply unfeasible. 
 
GSAs, or Gay-Straight Alliances, are peer-led groups where youth can support one another. They are 
undermined when confidentiality is not maintained. 
 
I am a trustee and a parent who values parent choice and keeping informed. However, I know that 
some issues are easier for students to discuss with their peers. The vast majority of parents are 
loving, welcoming, and supportive and have strong communication with their children, but in the case 
that the student isn't ready to speak with their parents about LGBTQ issues, there could be dire 
consequences including homelessness or worse. 
 
Sexual Orientation or Gender Identity is not a behaviour to be punished or a deficit to be fixed no 
more than a child’s ethno-cultural background is. Furthermore, I support the current practice that 
EPSB staff will not refer students to programs or services that attempt to change or repair a student's 
sexual orientation or gender identity, such as reparative or conversion therapy. This is not only 
unethical, it is wrong and harmful. 
 
7. Do you support inclusion in the classroom? If so, what supports would you 

consider necessary to make inclusion successful? 
 
I don’t believe in one-size-fits-all solutions, and thus I support inclusion in the classroom when it is the 
best educational outcome for the student. I believe that students must be at the centre of our decision 
making around inclusion and educational choices.   
 
To make inclusion more successful, I would ensure more resources are available to teachers, such as 
teacher training and educational assistants.  
 
As a general rule, I am wary of one-size-fits-all solutions and it is important that we continue to 
respond to parent demand by offering both specialized supports as well as inclusive opportunities. 
Some families have been clear that they want their child in a full or partially inclusive setting. Others 
families have asked me to continue to protect specialized programming sites. As trustee, I will 
continue to advocate to support options for programming within Edmonton Public. I've seen hundreds 
of examples of how inclusion can be successful, but I’ve also heard dozens of challenging stories 
from teachers and parents about cases where more must be done. I will continue to advocate for 
the classroom supports, teacher training, and additional programming opportunities to ensure 
that all children can be successful. 
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