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1. What is the role of a Public School Board Trustee? 
 
The role of a school board Trustee is to represent the students, parent’s teachers, and support staff. 
Unfortunately, the work trustees do is often overlooked. I believe this needs to change since the 
school board manages a budget of over a billion dollar and controls policies that directly affects tens 
and thousands of students. When elected, I will become more accountable by holding weekly coffees 
for concerned parents, students, or staff to meet. 
 
In addition, I will commit to door knocking every neighbourhood with one year of taking office. This 
type of engagement should not be limited to only once every four years. I also commit to hold monthly 
community town halls so parents, students, and staff can bring their issues or successes directly to 
me and so they can hold me accountable. 
 
2. What do you see as the main issues facing public education today? Of these which is your 

priority? How will you address that priority? 
 
To see the issues I am running on, you can view my platform 
here: http://www.wardaknowmadic.com/platform 
 
I include action items under each platform point. As mentioned above, you can see what I will do to 
ensure Trustees are more engaged with their community. If you have any questions about these 
platform points then please contact me. 
 
3. Do you believe that education in Alberta is adequately funded? If you answered “no”, what 

will you do to advocate for more educational funding? 
 
No. While I’m grateful that the provincial government has chosen to not follow austerity, there are still 
gaps in funding. For example, I hear from support staff that they are overworked due to the current 
staffing formula. In addition, supports for students with high need are often not provided. For example, 
I recall the province not providing additional funding for the influx of Syrian refugee children. This is 
unfortunate since this group requires additional supports, such as language training, to ensure they 
are successful in school. 
 
When elected, I will advocate to the current provincial government for additional funding for high need 
students. In addition, I am committed to reviewing the staffing formula to ensure support staff are 
being fairly compensated for their work. If there is a change in government, I will oppose any austerity 
measures since that would be disastrous for our students. 
 
4. What will you do to support the success of FNMI students from K - 12? Please indicate 

goals and objectives, and also action steps.  
 
I believe we need to make structural changes to our education system to help support our Indigenous 
students. One model to look at is Amiskwaciy Academy – a school that incorporates Indigenous 
knowledge and culture to ensure the success of their students. We can extend this to all of our 
schools to ensure that Indigenous knowledge and culture becomes an integral part of our school 
environments. One example can be inviting elders and hosting Indigenous ceremonies at our schools. 
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On a more systemic level, I plan to launch a review of academic streaming to ensure students from 
marginalized groups are not streamed below their ability. This is because studies across Canada 
have shown that streaming has a disproportionate impact on marginalized communities. 
 
In addition, I will review the EPSB policy on suspension and detention with the principles of restorative 
justice in mind. This will help us limit the school-prison pipeline and can help mitigate the over-
representation of indigenous peoples in our prison system. 
 
5. What is the appropriate level of government funding for private schools? (For comparison, 

funding of private schools in Canada ranges from 0% in Ontario, to 70% in Alberta.)  
 
0%. No Public funds should fund a private institution – full stop. Government dollars should go to fund 
public schools. A parent should be allowed the choice but our provincial government should only fund 
public schools. 
 
6. Do you support the right of students to keep their sexual orientation or gender identity as 

private information (information that can be shared by teachers only with express consent 
of the student)? 

 
The information should be kept private. In addition, we need to ensure GSA’s are allowed to operate 
without students fearing that they will be ‘outed.’ Unfortunately, this has become a political issue with 
some candidates taking a more aggressive and dangerous side. I wrote extensively about this topic 
here: www.facebook.com/AKnowmadic/posts/1440977535982539 
 
7. Do you support inclusion in the classroom? If so, what supports would you consider 

necessary to make inclusion successful? 
 
Yes. As a newcomer, I understand the frustration of being "different". The way I aim to do this is by 
supporting cultural sharing programs within our schools so students can learn about our diversity. 
Some schools already have this and it can take the form of a “taste of the world” event or a cultural 
fashion show. I will work to support programs like this and to ensure they are the norm. Educating 
students on the value of differences can take the form of engaging art exercises and projects. These 
initiatives will also demonstrate to the students that there are more similarities than differences. 
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