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1. What is the role of a Public School Board Trustee? 
 
The Public School Board Trustee works to ensure every child’s right to grow into their best self, 
becoming healthy, contributing members of society. The trustee facilitates discussion between the 
public and the school district on important issues relating to our education system. Finally, the trustee 
ensures that the school district hears, understands, and responds to the concerns of the public.  
 
2. What do you see as the main issues facing public education today? Of these which is your 

priority? How will you address that priority? 
 
Throughout my roughly 30 years in education, I have witnessed many changes. One of the most 
remarkable has been the change in how we share knowledge. Our students have grown up in this 
world of free information and infinite connection, and their approach to learning is unique. We have to 
work smart to adapt to this complex world of free-flowing information, and to meet the needs of the 
modern learner in this rapidly changing world. Students today are compelled to divide their attention 
between a number of different activities. They are on the move, even when they are sitting in one 
place. And they do not spend time working on tasks that have no relevance in their lives. Our biggest 
issue today is how to adapt to meet the needs of these students.  
 
One priority I would focus on is the way we measure student success and fulfillment. The driving idea 
of a high school diploma was at one time a ‘balanced education’, comprised of 100 credits spread 
over a number of subject areas. It’s a nice idea, but it doesn’t necessarily work for today’s students, 
who often see the diploma as a necessary waste of time. For one thing, the diploma is not required to 
move on to postsecondary education or the trades. This is a pervasive misconception. Furthermore, 
the diploma-as-end-goal relies on a funding model that encourages money for credits. In other words, 
the more credits a student produces, the more funding their school receives. As you can imagine, this 
type of incentive makes it difficult to focus on what is most important and engaging for students. So 
the question is: How can we redesign schooling so that the onus is taken off of the diploma, and 
placed back on learning that is meaningful and relevant?  
 
It is time for us to move beyond the ‘one size fits all’ notion to a model that is more personalized, and 
seeks to meet specific needs for each of our kids and within our communities. If students see real life 
relevance and meaning in what they do, they will develop the attitudes of lifelong, independent 
learners. The transition from high school into the adult world will be one that students make with the 
confidence and skills required to achieve their goals. 
 
3. Do you believe that education in Alberta is adequately funded? If you answered “no”, what 

will you do to advocate for more educational funding? 
 
Yes and no. More funding won’t necessarily result in a better education for kids until we address more 
pressing issues, like student needs. From my perspective, we need to work towards a more 
consistent funding model, especially in our high schools. Operating schools on a business model, 
where administrators are often forced to compete for students and credits (funding), does not serve 
the needs of our communities. So, yes, more funding would be great. But no, that is not our most 
immediate challenge. Consistency in funding so that we can truly honor the principle of doing what is 
best for kids is even more important. 
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4. What will you do to support the success of FNMI students from K - 12? Please indicate 
goals and objectives, and also action steps.  

 
The first residential school in Canada opened in 1849, and the last one closed its doors in 1996. Many 
FNMI students in school today are part of the first generation to have gone through schooling with at 
least a chance for a meaningful education. Through residential schools the rights of parents to self-
determine for themselves and their families was taken... it is time to respect and honor their voices as 
we move ahead. Educating ALL kids, teachers and educational leaders will be important in creating a 
positive and respectful learning environment for Indigenous kids. It is important to acknowledge that 
the real work being done to help FNMI students succeed is only just beginning.  
 
Over my years as an educator I have worked with many Indigenous kids. I was a teacher and 
assistant principal in one of the EPSB Indigenous program schools. At the same time, I do not view 
myself as an expert in Indigenous culture. I have a lot to learn, and believe strongly in collaboration 
with Elders, Indigenous kids, parents, community and knowledgeable professionals. This is essential 
in our commitment to reconciliation, which must include ALL of us if we are to honor, respect and 
provide effective aboriginal learning environments, good learning environments where ALL kids are 
successful.   
 
Initially my goal as a trustee will be to engage in as many learning opportunities as I can with all the 
stakeholders. My objective is to align my learning with current understanding and full empathy so I 
can collaborate as a full partner with aboriginal educators. As a learning trustee, I will lead by my own 
example and commitment to reconcile and learn with all of our Indigenous people. 
 
5. What is the appropriate level of government funding for private schools? (For comparison, 

funding of private schools in Canada ranges from 0% in Ontario, to 70% in Alberta.)  
 
Those families that choose private schools often do so because they feel the public system is flawed, 
and fails to meet the needs of their children. However true this may be, we still need to work toward 
creating a public system that can meet the needs of all citizens. Public schooling encourages us to 
recognize our individual and collective differences, and to affirm the virtues of a pluralistic and 
democratic society: equality, tolerance, and understanding. We are in it together, and the difficulties 
and rewards are ours to share. Do I believe that funding that could go into the public school system 
should be diverted into private schools? Fundamentally, no. But that doesn’t mean I would not support 
the funding of private schools if I felt sure that they were providing something valuable that was 
outside the scope of the public system.   
 
 
6. Do you support the right of students to keep their sexual orientation or gender identity as 

private information (information that can be shared by teachers only with express consent 
of the student)? 

 
I support students who choose to keep their sexual orientation or gender identity private. 
Unfortunately there continues to be discrimination directed at these students and I look forward to the 
day when they are fully comfortable with their gender identity and don’t feel the need to protect 
themselves from the unfavorable judgements of others.  
 
7. Do you support inclusion in the classroom? If so, what supports would you consider 

necessary to make inclusion successful? 
 
I support inclusion, but I want to clarify what I think it means. I do not believe that choosing a 
specialized learning environment for a student whose needs are unique is any less inclusive than 
choosing a mainstream approach. Ultimately, we need a vision of inclusion that empowers families to 
decide what is best for their children. A truly inclusive environment affirms the democratic virtues of 
tolerance, understanding, and mutual aid that are so valuable in our society. Providing specialized 
programs for students with unique needs is, I believe, part of that democratic project.   


