
Hello! My name is Deanna Simmons and 

I am running for Vice-president Finance 

of Local 37, Edmonton Public Teachers. 

I have been an Edmonton Public 

Teacher since 2001. I began my career 

with the Board teaching at Harry Ainlay 

High School, where I remained for 3 

years. I moved on to teach at Killarney 

School for 2 years, and 3 years at 

Amiskwaciy Academy. I have been at 

Dan Knott School since 2009.  

I am a teacher. I am passionate about 

teacher issues. I am a proud member of 

our Local. My activities with the ATA  

have varied over the years: in between military service and my own education.  I have 

presented at GETCA 2004; I have presented at the Career & Technology Specialists Council 

Conference 2003, I was a member of the CTS Conference committee in 2003, and hope to 

present at GETCA again in 2020. I have been an active Council of School Representatives 

(CSR) Rep for Dan Knott for the last 5 years, and the Division 3 Representative to our Local’s 

Executive committee for the past 2 years. I have attended several Annual Representatives’ 

Assemblies and have 3 times attended Summer Conference. I plan to attend both in the 

future. 

I am interested in teachers’ issues and in having a strong professional organization upon 

which teachers can rely. When I joined the Alberta Teachers’ Association we had many strong 

leaders upon whom we could rely: Larry Booi, Malcolm Azania and others; I have not 

forgotten their leadership or their service to the ATA. We were up against Lyle Oberg and 

Ralph Klein, and the struggle for better classroom conditions was as real as it is today. In fact, 

today, I think that our struggle is greater. 

We have recently swallowed a very bitter, negotiated, pill at the Provincial table. We need 

strong leadership again, and I think that I can be that person. I can be that voice at Table 

Officers meetings. I can be that voice during Finance committee meetings. I can be that voice 

on Executive Council and in committee meetings.   

If you know me, you have heard me. Let me now use my voice for you. 


