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INFORMATION AND ACTION MEMO 
[Reply Required by 2020 06 09] 
 
 
Date 2020 05 19 

 

To School Representatives 

 

From Jason Schilling, President 

 

Re Collection of Class Size Data 

 

 

Last fall, the Government of Alberta announced that they would no longer be collecting data 

related to class sizes in Alberta schools. The loss of this valuable data on teacher working 

conditions and student learning conditions is a very significant concern. Class sizes have grown 

significantly in recent years and teachers have consistently identified this as a top concern for 

their professional practice and work life.  

 

The Association has developed a strategy to attempt to continue the collection and publication of 

data related to the state of class sizes and complexity in Alberta schools. Collecting this data will 

allow us to more effectively track the situation and advocate for improvements. 

 

In order to be successful, we need the support of our ATA school representatives. 

 

We recognise that your time is precious, especially in this new model of online learning delivery 

and so we have tried to make this task as easy and simple as possible. We would not be asking 

for your support unless this activity was important and valuable. If you are unable to complete it, 

then please consider asking another colleague on your staff to take it on or connecting with your 

local president to see if other support might be available. 

 

We are asking you to collect data from your colleagues in your school about all of the K-9 core 

subject classes in your school. Then we would like you to submit that data to us using this online 

tool: https://surveys.teachers.ab.ca/collab/Class-Size-Survey. We would like to have your data 

submitted by June 9, 2020.

The following data is required for each K – 9 core subject class (Language Arts, Math, Science, 

Social Studies): 

- Total number of students enrolled  

- Subject(s) and grade(s) included in the class  

- Whether the class includes more than 25% of students with an IPP  

- Whether the class includes more than 25% of students identified as ELL  
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Here are headings of a table that you could use to collect the data: 

 

Teacher* Grade(s) Subject(s) Class 
size 

25%+ 
IPP 

25%+ 
ELL 

Miss Smith 4/5 Math, Science 26 Y N 

      

 

*we are not collecting the names of teachers, it is included here to help you keep track of 

responses. 

 

Here is some text that you could use in an email to your colleagues to request the data: 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Did you know the Government is no longer collecting / reporting class size data? The 

Alberta Teachers’ Association is stepping in to collect this vitally important data and we 

need your help.  For each of your core classes, could you please send me the number of 

students enrolled, the grades and subjects taught and tell me whether more than 25% of the 

students are on an IPP and/or are identified as an English Language Learner. 

 

I would like to have this information back by May 29, please. 

 

Thanks! 

 

For this first effort, we are focussing on K – 9 core courses only in order to get essential data 

while minimizing the complexity of the task. If all goes well, we hope to expand the activity in 

future years. 

 

If you have any questions about this activity please contact your local president or Neil Hepburn 

at neil.hepburn@ata.ab.ca. 

 

In conclusion, we thank you very much for your support on this initiative and for your regular 

work as an ATA school representative. All the best to you and yours as you wrap up your school 

in this very unique time. 

 

JCS/hg 

 

cc  Local Presidents 

 Teacher Welfare Committee Chairs 

 Local Secretaries  

 Local Communications Officers 

 Local Political Engagement Officers  

 Provincial Executive Council  

 Executive Staff  

 Neil Hepburn, Economist 


